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"FUN WITH MUSIC"
TIME CAPSULE!
by Erin Cole Steele

Greetings,
You are going to love this edition of TOUCHPOINT! There’s
something-to-be-said for those RARE GEMS that show-up
when we uncover a bit of marketing history demonstrating
how “hip” our predecessors were in availing young people to
the value of music learning and music-making. While written in the popular
comic-book style-of-the-day, the message offered in FUN WITH MUSIC is as true
today as it was when shared with students, parents, and directors many years
ago.
We’ve all heard our teachers tout their concerns: “You can’t expect to learn
anything-of-value by wasting your time reading comic books!” Well…
hmmm?…maybe we can!
“Strike up the Band"
-Tim Lautzenheiser

When Larry Lindner was going through some old
boxes, he came across an old Selmer “Fun with
Music” comic book from the 1960s. He recalls the
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day he received this comic book when he was still
teaching band at East Scranton Junior High and
Scranton Technical High School; “A Selmer
representative was the speaker at our Scranton
School System city-wide in-service that day. He
handed out a packet of materials to each band
director to assist in their recruitment efforts. The ‘Fun
with Music’ comic book was given to us to pass out
to the 4th-grade students to get them excited about
joining the band.”

Times were definitely simpler then; there were no video games or cell phones,
kids still loved comic books, so using them was a brilliant marketing strategy for
Selmer/Bundy Inc. This comic book tells the story of a trip to the state band
festival, along with games, riddles, and puzzles to make it fun. But most
importantly, it taught students facts about the instrument families, parts of the
instruments, and even showed pictures of the instruments being made in the
factory.
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Larry knew when he found this comic book, his friend David Romines would
appreciate it as much as he did. This particular “Fun with Music” is now in
David’s office at Marywood University in Scranton, PA. David is the Director of
Bands at Marywood as well as a Conn-Selmer Educational Clinician. Larry has
actually had a long history with the Marywood University Wind Symphony,
playing horn on every concert since the 1970s as a community member, even
before the college began admitting male students. In fact, he recounts a few
times when the nuns tried to run him off campus!
THANK YOU, Larry Lindner, for not throwing this gem away and putting it in the
hands of someone you knew would treasure it. THANK YOU, David Romines, for
sharing your “Fun with Music” comic book with us so we can all take a moment
and climb into the Conn-Selmer time machine!
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Pictured right: F. David Romines, Director of Bands Marywood Univeristy

Grant Writing & Fundraising Strategies
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Now Available as an Online or In-Person Workshop!

Join us on December 16 - 17, 2019
Learn about different fundraising strategies to
benefit your music program.

In this workshop, directors will learn about new ways to find funding for
their programs. Whether it is seeking financial gains through proper
budgeting, seeking new federal grant opportunities, building a donor
base, or writing grants, this Subscribe
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revenue for your school, school district, and music program. ConnSelmer Educational Clinician and CEO of Harmony Project National
Division, Tom Bracy and Christopher Tiffany, Associate Director of
Development, Foundation Relations, from the University of Michigan
School of Education will teach you how to tell your story in ways that
best position your program for funding opportunities, how to cultivate
key relationships to build your revenue, and take a deep dive into the
art of grant writing. Reserve your spot today!
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Do you have a personal story you would like to share
about Conn-Selmer or the Division of Education?
» Send us your story.

education@conn-selmer.com | 574.523.0698
For more information about how Conn-Selmer is supporting music
education around the globe, visit Education.Conn-Selmer.com.
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