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A Retirement Salute to
John Stoner
by Erin Cole Steele

THANK YOU JOHN STONER!
Seventeen years ago I was about to begin a workshop in Toledo,
Ohio when I received
anour
email
from the ConnSubscribe to
email announcement
list.

Selmer corporate headquarters with the following information:
“We have a new President of Conn-Selmer. His name is John
Stoner. He will begin today.” Of course the communication
triggered a myriad of questions:
* What’s his background?
* Is he a supporter of the music education profession?
* Does he understand the band/orchestra community?
* Is he familiar with the spirit of the dedicated educators who spend their lives teaching
music?
* What is his leadership style?
* Is he personable?”
* …and on, and on.

There was only one way to find out; I dialed his office number, expecting to leave a
message on his voicemail. Instead, the phone rang twice and a friendly voice
answered, “This is John Stoner. Can I help you?” Being caught off guard, I said, “Mr.
Stoner, my name won’t mean anything to you; I’m Tim Lautzenheiser and I want to
welcome you…” That’s all the further I got when he interrupted and responded
enthusiastically, “Hi Tim. I most certainly do know who you are. Thanks for your call. I
look forward to meeting you in person. Please come to Elkhart as soon as possible so
we can have some time together and talk about the future. I’ll buy lunch.” I
thanked him, said good-bye and immediately started looking at my calendar to see
how quickly I could schedule a trip to the Conn-Selmer homesite.
Fast forward: My arrival in Elkhart a week later and my first face-to-face meeting with
Mr. Stoner established a remarkable relationship with a greatly admired leader as
well as a life-long friend. It was one of those rare occasions when I left our initial
meeting KNOWING my professional journey was about to change in a very positive
way.
Mr. Stoner has been the visionary creator/driver/supporter of the Division of
Education. His unwavering commitment to aligning music industry and music
education will be one of the many highlights of his exemplary legacy. We ALL are
the benefactors of the “John Stoner-effect.” He is living proof: ONE PERSON MAKES
A DIFFERENCE. As he embraces this next chapter of his life, we offer a deafening
standing ovation in his honor that will echo in our music world forever.
“Wishing you well my dearest friend…and, by the way, I owe you a lunch!”
THANK YOU JOHN STONER!
-Tim Lautzenheiser

Subscribe to our email list.

From Ben Steiner, the COO/CFO Steinway Musical Instruments: "It is with mixed
emotion that I announce that John Stoner has made the decision to retire as
President/CEO of Conn-Selmer, Inc. effective August 30, 2019. John has been
such an influential addition to the music industry since joining Conn-Selmer in
2002. He helped transform the landscape of Conn-Selmer and leaves a
profound footprint and legacy within the industry. John Stoner’s leadership has
been instrumental in the establishment of music education as the centerpiece
of the company's mission statement. Please join us as we wish John well on his
retirement!"

John Stoner joined Conn-Selmer on November 11, 2002.
He brought more than 24 years of experience in
consumer hard goods. Prior to joining Conn-Selmer, Inc.
John was the President/CEO of Ames True Temper, a
position he earned after more than 20 years with the
company. John holds a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration with a concentration in Marketing from
Clarion State University.
During Mr. Stoner's tenure, Conn-Selmer built a top-notch Division of Education
including an array of programs: Conn-Selmer Institute (CSI), the Music Administrator
Collaborative, and a one-of-a-kind VIP program inviting outstanding music
educators to travel to Elkhart to have a first-hand experience seeing how ConnSelmer proudly crafts American made instruments. He recognized the importance
of partnering with the music education community to advance the positive growth
and development of first-class school music programs, from sharing the latest arts
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advocacy research data to working hand-in-hand with teacher development
seminars.

In Mr. Stoner's own words, “I sincerely appreciate having had the opportunity
to work with all of the employees of Conn-Selmer (past and present) as well
as all the dealers, educators, and artists in this incredible industry. I am
extremely proud of all Conn-Selmer has accomplished during my tenure; we
have been able to continue the legacy of producing musical instruments in
the United States. I would like to thank everyone for their support, guidance
and encouragement you have provided me during my 17 years with the
company. Although I will miss everyone, I am looking forward to the next
chapter that lies in front of me.”

The Conn-Selmer Senior Staff shares their thoughts
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about John Stoner's retirement...
"John is such a staunch advocate for music education and the positive effects it has
on society. It will be our responsibility to carry on that message throughout the music
community and continue our commitment to manufacturing high-quality
instruments. We will miss John as our leader of Conn-Selmer. He is a great friend to
employees, dealers, colleagues, and educators around the world."
- Judy Minik, CFO, VP Finance & CIO
"I have had the pleasure of working with-and-for John for over 32 years. He
genuinely cares about the employees, the dealers and the educators. He will be
greatly missed. He leaves a big imprint on music education, the music industry as
well as all of us who have had to opportunity to work alongside this outstanding
leader. I join with all of my colleagues wishing John all the best in the many
adventures awaiting him in his retirement.
- Bobbi Imel, VP Human Resources
“I had the privilege of meeting Mr. Stoner 15 years ago when I
was working for G. Leblanc Corporation in Kenosha, WI. Upon
offering me a position to work at the Conn-Selmer corporate
office in Elkhart, IN, he shared with me his life story and the
interesting paths he took in his career. Because of that
conversation, I made the biggest decision of my life: To leave my
hometown and become part of a phenomenal journey I have enjoyed over the last
15 years. Mr. Stoner has been a mentor to me in so many ways. I look forward to
supporting Conn-Selmer’s continued commitment to music education for many
years to come. My personal thanks is extended to Mr. Stoner for his outstanding
leadership of our great organization."
- Michael Kamphuis, Managing Director, Division of Education
“It is always difficult to define what establishes an era. The seventeen years of John
Stoner’s leadership at the helm of Conn-Selmer indisputably have been an era of its
own. I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to work alongside John during these
past four years. I will definitely join the large circle of co-workers who will miss his
mentorship and his warm personality."
- Markus Theinert, VP Marketing & International Sales
"John Stoner is a hero to many in the industry: He has also been a tireless advocate
of music education. His significant contributions will continue to reverberate
throughout the profession for many
yearstoto
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- John Fulton, VP of Sales, U.S. & Canada
"It has been a great honor to know John, both as a co-worker and a friend over his 17
years at Conn-Selmer. His tireless commitment to the industry, music education, and
keeping manufacturing in the US has been inspirational."

- John P. Poeppelman, VP of Informational Technology
"I have known John Stoner for nearly 30 years and I have worked for him 16 of those 30
years. John has had a significant influence on my sales and marketing career. I am
grateful for the countless opportunities he has provided me during my time at ConnSelmer, Inc."

- Brian Imel, Director of Sales

John Stoner's retirement celebration - August 30th, 2019 - Elkhart, Indiana

What's next for John Stoner?
"I look forward to serving Conn-Selmer in a
consultant role for the next year; I am also looking
forward to having more time to enjoy all the Notre
Dame athletic events!
Thank you for your patience during this transition.
Conn-Selmer greatly appreciates your continued
partnership and loyalty.
Please join me in welcoming Stephen Zapf as the
incoming CEO/President of Conn-Selmer,
Inc. Steve comes to us after a successful tenure
as President of Music & Arts and Woodwind
Brasswind. Steve brings a wealth of experience
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landscape." - John Stoner

Stephen Zapf

As John Stoner passes the gavel, Steve Zapf shares: “John has been a
friend and tireless supporter of music education for many years; he
leaves big shoes to fill and I know we will miss him. It is my honor to
build on his legacy and lead Conn-Selmer through a new era of
growth and innovation in music around the globe. I am fortunate to
inherit a great team and have access to necessary resources to
reinvest in a portfolio of iconic brands including Selmer, Bach, Conn,
Ludwig, Musser, Leblanc and more. I look forward to meeting all of
the Conn-Selmer supporters!“

Do you have a personal story you would like to share
about Conn-Selmer or the Division of Education?
» Send us your story.

education@conn-selmer.com | 574.523.0698
For more information about how Conn-Selmer is supporting music
education around the globe, visit Education.Conn-Selmer.com.
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