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American Youth Ensembles
American Youth Ensembles (AYE), in cooperation with Conn-Selmer, Inc., is a network of
instrumental organizations offering middle and high school musicians performance
opportunities beyond the regular school day. These ensembles are comprised of
instrumentalists who simply enjoy making music. AYE was founded with the intent of
bringing together talented, motivated and respected music educators from throughout
the United States in an environment designed to support, augment and complement
existing school music programs.
Each ensemble develops a locally appropriate rehearsal/performance schedule
(minimizing conﬂicts with local schools) and brings its own unique focus to their
performances. A few of our programs are highlighted below with a few photos from the
concerts presented this fall:
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The Youth Bands of Orlando, hosted by the University of Central Florida and directed
by Mr. David Schreier and Dr. Tremon Kizer, provides opportunities for both middle
and high school players. Their fall concert included a guest conductor - Katie Hoey, the
newly appointed Associate Director of Bands at Timber Creek High School in Orlando,
Florida. In February the Orlando students will experience masterclasses and a shared
performance with the Conn-Selmer artists The Moanin’ Frogs.
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Members of the Northeastern Youth Wind Ensemble (NYWE), hosted by Marywood
University in Scranton, PA, and directed by Dr. David Romines, were treated to a
special moment during their concert when EVERY senior in the band (all 27 of them)
received a $4,000 scholarship to attend and study music at Marywood University! The
next NYWE concert will certainly be musically rewarding and entertaining when they
are joined by their feature Conn-Selmer artist, Christopher Bill.
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Meanwhile, in Atlanta, the Youth Bands of Atlanta, middle and high school students
directed by Mr. Freddy Martin and Dr. Debra Traﬁcante, and the Metropolitan Atlanta
Youth Wind Ensemble, directed by Dr. David Vandewalker, presented a collaborative
concert in the fantastic Bailey Performance Center on the campus of Kennesaw State
University. In addition to performances by both bands, there were guest artist
appearances by Dr. Doug Lindsey (trumpet, KSU faculty) and the Tara Winds Clarinet
Choir. Their spring concert promises to be another special event when they are joined
by Conn-Selmer artist, Kristen Boulet.

As AYE continues to grow, two new ensembles who recently joined the AYE network
presented their inaugural concerts. The Birmingham Youth Wind Symphony, directed by
Dr. Cara Morantz and Dr. Sean Murray, and hosted by the University of Alabama
Birmingham, started in September and performed for the ﬁrst time Sunday, December
3rd. Also performing their ﬁrst concert was the Middle Georgia Youth Wind Ensemble,
hosted by Mercer University and directed by Dr. Douglas Hill and Mr. Lloyd McDonald.
Another appearance in the spring by Chris Bill will certainly add to the musical
experience for these students.
American Youth Ensembles welcomes individuals interested in starting a new program,
or existing ensembles who are interested in becoming afﬁliated with our network, and
look forward to working together.
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January TouchPoint:
Watch for January's issue of TOUCHPOINT where will feature a special interview from
Tamba Hali, outside linebacker for the Kansas City Chiefs.

New Content on Education Website:
The Division of Education has added several new features to our website! Visit
education.conn-selmer.com and click on CSI Connect to engage with music leaders from
across the nation, view articles and videos from our world-class clinicians, and
participate in our new online message board.
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Do you have a personal story you would like to share
about Conn-Selmer or the Division of Education?
» Send us your story.

education@conn-selmer.com | 574.523.0698
For more information about how Conn-Selmer is supporting music
education around the globe, visit Education.Conn-Selmer.com.
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