ISSUE 549, MARCH 2020

A Salute to America's Band Directors
by Erin Cole Steele

Greetings!
Most of us are part of this profession because of A MUSIC
EDUCATOR. Somewhere along our academic pathway, we
connected to a band/orchestra/choir director who we chose
to be our mentor; the one who led us to this great profession.
The latest edition of Touchpoint will warm your heart and affirm your critical
importance as a teacher-of-music. Our entire Conn-Selmer family tips-its hat to
everyone who is part of the Michael D. Sewell Memorial Foundation. This oneof-a-kind endeavor shines the spotlight-of-appreciation on ALL those who have
dedicated their lives to music education. We have all shared the dream about
THE ULTIMATE ALL-STAR BAND…WELL, HERE IT IS!!
-Tim Lautzenheiser

The Michael D. Sewell Memorial Foundation was created to recognize and
carry on the work of the late Mike Sewell who dedicated his life to the school
and community music programs in Pickerington and the Central Ohio area for
more than 38 years.
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Among the many highlights of his career, Sewell's band was selected to march
in the iconic Tournament of Roses® parade in Pasadena, California four times.
His legacy inspired the Foundation to plan an unprecedented salute to all
band directors with a spectacular animated float leading a band comprised of
up to 300 band directors selected from across the country in the 2021 Rose
Parade.
Karen Sewell, Michael's widow and
president of the Michael D. Sewell
Memorial Foundation, shared, "My
husband is the inspiration behind our
Rose Parade project, but it is so much
more than just honoring him. The idea
for the Foundation developed over
breakfast in April 2017 with our dear
friend Jim Kuebler, who had also been a
long time band parent, booster
president and chairperson for all of our
Rose parade trips. We BOTH recognized
the time was right to build on Mike's legacy and we saw the chance to launch
a foundation to continue Mike's belief: 'service through musicianship is an
important lesson to teach students.' After seeing the thousands of former
students, families, and colleagues attend his service, I knew there were more
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Mike Sewells' across the United States who teach music, but most importantly,
teach life skills through the music every day!"
The 2021 Tournament of Roses Parade theme is: "Dream. Believe. Achieve,"
celebrating education’s ability to open doors, open minds and change lives.
“Education paves the path to success with a world of opportunities achieved
through knowledge, compassion, and determination. Education is a great
equalizer," says Dr. Robert B. Miller, President and Chairman of the Board for the
2021 Pasadena Tournament of Roses Association. Miller adds, "As a community
college educator, I have seen first-hand the life-changing miracle education
provides. As students visualize their future, education becomes the bridge to
accomplish their aspirations and transform lives for generations to come.”

The theme of the parade entry from the
Sewell Foundation is: We teach music.
We teach life. The "Saluting America's
Band Directors' " mission is to recognize
the extraordinary dedication and
accomplishments of band directors.
"Students' lives, in particular, are
positively changed by a music
educator who has taught, inspired and
mentored them.

The Foundation is still accepting applications from band directors who would
like to participate in the parade. Karen says, "Our hope is to have all 50 states
represented in our directors' band and we are well on our way! We love to
dream big because my husband always said, 'Go Big or Go Home!' "
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We are especially excited to work in cooperation with Conn-Selmer who truly
values the impact music has on young people’s lives!"
- Karen Sewell

Interested in
Participating?
For complete details, itinerary,
trip cost, and to submit an
application visit:
https://banddirectorsalute.org/
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Have You Registered?
Conn-Selmer Institute 2020
June 7-10
Bethel University, Mishawaka, IN
WHY ATTEND:
Workshops by world-class clinicians
Network with top educators
Discover new teaching strategies and technique
Tour the Conn-Selmer factories
Recharge and be inspired
Register for CSI 2020!
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VIDEO: Highlights from the 2019 Conn-Selmer Institute

Take your marching band to the next level!
Join the Conn-Selmer Division of Education for our second annual CSI Workshop
for the Marching Arts. Experience a comprehensive approach to planning,
designing, and competing on the marching field.

Clinicians:
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Lindsey Vento

Randy Greenwell

Dr. Nola Jones

Richard Saucedo

Registration: $150.00
Registration for the 2-day workshop
Meals and lodging included for Wednesday night
Optional 1-hour consultation on Friday, June 12 for $100
Register Today!
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Do you have a personal story you would like to share
about Conn-Selmer or the Division of Education?
» Send us your story.

education@conn-selmer.com | 574.523.0698
For more information about how Conn-Selmer is supporting music
education around the globe, visit Education.Conn-Selmer.com.
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