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The Joy of Giving Back!
by Erin Cole Steele

Greetings!
As we jump headlong into 2020, I am certain you will be
inspired by this latest edition of TOUCHPOINT. Some 35 years
ago I heard THE DALLAS BRASS in concert; they were great.
The trombonist also served as the group's MC; later I
discovered this gentleman was Michael Levine, the
creator/organizer/administrator of the ensemble. Fast forward three-plus
decades; Mike and I have become dear friends. To know him is to be part of
his sharing-giving spirit. Since he is never one to sit idly, Mike launched Harmony
Bridge as the next phase of his mission-oriented professional journey. It
continues to open wonderful landscapes-of-joy to those who are the
benefactors of Mike’s dream-come-true; using MUSIC to harmoniously build
bridges-of-communication with those who otherwise would not have the
opportunity to feel the power of the magic potion: MUSIC performed by the
hearts and minds of our youth. KUDOS to Mike Levine; LET THE MUSIC BEGIN!!
-Tim Lautzenheiser
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For over 34 years,
Michael Levine has had
the opportunity to share
music and bring joy into
the lives of others as the

director and trombonist
of Dallas Brass. The
ensemble has performed
around the world
including Carnegie Hall,
The Kennedy Center,
Moscow, Rome, and
Tokyo; has played with
many symphony
orchestras; has
performed for several U.S
Presidents and shared a stage with such greats as the late Skitch Henderson,
Bob Hope, and Marvin Hamlisch. "And yet," Levine says, “Some of the most
memorable experiences have come from playing in small-town America.“
In April of 2010, Dallas Brass was
in Tripp, South Dakota (pop.
650) — the smallest community
they had ever played. At a
reception after the concert,
Levine mentioned growing up
in Minneapolis as a die-hard
Minnesota Twins fan and was
told there was a lady in town
who was also a huge Twins fan
and just so happened to be 107
years old! Her name was Erma
Walker.
“I had to meet her!” said
Levine. “Several of us in Dallas
Brass went to the local nursing
home the next day where Erma
lived. We talked baseball and
had a wonderful visit. I got out
my trombone and played the Twins song. My colleague, DJ Barraclough,
played ‘Take Me Out to The Ballgame,’ and I played the ‘National Anthem.’
At one point, a nurse came into the room and said, ‘You guys should see
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what’s going on out in the hallway!’ What we saw were bumper-to-bumper
wheelchairs! It was beautiful. DJ continued to play tunes, and I watched as
people began to sway, smiles appeared, eyes got wide, lips started moving,
and toes started tapping. It was like watching flowers blossom in front of my
eyes. It struck me that this was music in its purest form, the essence of music. I
thought about the fact that we have millions of people in senior care
communities all over America. They are not there by choice; it’s bittersweet.
They have lived long lives, but they are now limited physically and/or mentally
and are somewhat isolated from the societies where they were once active,
vibrant people.”

But it also occurred to Levine, thanks to school music education in America,
there are millions of kids from coast to coast, in every size community, who
have the ability to bring priceless joy into the lives of these seniors. Levine saw it
as a new mission — to bring these two worlds together — and this mission
became known as Harmony Bridge.
Harmony Bridge is all about expanding the opportunities for student musicians
to give back and to be an inspiration to others. Many of the components of
Harmony Bridge come directly from Dallas Brass. Besides the obvious quest for
excellence, the core principles include showmanship, communicating with the
audience, and interacting with the audience after the performance. “These
values have been at the core of the Dallas Brass philosophy and are being
passed on to the kids through Harmony Bridge,” says Levine.
Through more performance opportunities, community visibility, new
appreciation from others, and the self-satisfaction of sharing, students will see
the connection between school and life and between music and life. In
addition, the community will begin to see the value of the band in a whole
new way.
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Harmony Bridge focuses primarily on the small ensemble and is meant to
complement the more common large ensemble experience. Performing in
small groups promotes independent musicianship, teamwork, and enhances
pedagogical and communication skills. The directors serve as coaches whose
primary objective is to "teach the kids to teach themselves." “The most satisfying
attribute I see come out of Harmony Bridge is self-esteem”, says Levine. “Small
ensemble playing develops a sense of personal value and self-worth. Every
person is more of a soloist and really gets a chance to shine!"
Levine, along with a team of arrangers, has created a custom library of
repertoire for Harmony Bridge — trios, quartets, quintets, all with flexible
instrumentation and tunes that will bring back memories for the seniors.
After the students perform, they spend
time visiting with the audience
members. Levine says, "The directors tell
us that it’s the kids’ favorite part!” The
students are developing social skills and
empathy, and they feel the satisfaction
of knowing they have done something
special for someone else.
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Currently, there are thirty school music programs participating in Harmony
Bridge around the United States. The funding for these programs has come
from various community sponsors and grants.
When a school signs up to participate, a Harmony Bridge trainer travels to the
school and spends three days laying the foundation for the program, training
the students and directors, and doing workshops — all concluding with a kickoff performance in the community!
“We spend so much time on HOW to play,” says Levine. “Harmony Bridge gives
the kids a new WHY, and then the why drives the how. The ultimate goal is to
use music to teach the person.”

Harmony Bridge Website
For more information, contact info@harmonybridge.net
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Papillion High School Nebraska
Harmony Bridge Participating School
Typically the Harmony Bridge participants go to the senior care centers, but this
time a few residents from a Harmony Bridge facility came out to visit the
students; even bringing them cookies and thank you notes!

The Inspirational Harmony Bridge Effect!

Ron Holloway, Principal - Horseheads Middle School. New York

"While I was always excited about what Harmony Bridge would do for both my
students and for our community, I have been absolutely inspired by watching
the program unfold. Seeing the residents at Country House tapping their feet,
singing along, and even threatening my job by conducting the kids from their
seats was heartwarming, to say the least! Watching how tenderly the kids
interacted with them after the performance was the icing on the cake.
The most striking testimonial was from the grandson of a resident who played
with the high school ensemble. His grandmother has advanced Alzheimer's to
the point that she no longer remembers her family members. The day after our
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kids played, she had the best day that she's had in months - including being
able to recognize and name her family.
Harmony Bridge is a slam dunk for everyone involved. It gives our students a
chance to shine on a much more individual level, it gives them more
responsibility as a musician, and it brings the music that they work so hard to
prepare into the community - specifically to a group of people that we should
be taking the time to appreciate and recognize. I'm so honored to be part of
Harmony Bridge and so humbled by the students' eagerness to learn the music
and perform for Kearney's senior community."
-Paloma Mena-Werth, Band Director - Kearney, NE
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Create a custom instrument wish list including model numbers and bid
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education@conn-selmer.com | 574.523.0698
For more information about how Conn-Selmer is supporting music
education around the globe, visit Education.Conn-Selmer.com.
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