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Scoring a Victory for All!
by Erin Cole Steele

Greetings,
Here is a story you will long remember; it truly spotlights “a
moment in time.”
As I welcomed the Milford High School Band to the starting
entrance at the Bands of America Grand National
Championship event, I heard a chorus of male voices chanting cheers of
support for the band. I quickly turned to Dr. Tim Dailey, Director of Bands, and
asked the obvious question, “Who are those young men demonstrating such
enthusiasm?” Dr. Dailey replied, “It’s our varsity football team; they traveled
with us to the competition.” The well-rehearsed mantras crescendoed as the
band entered the field. It didn’t take long for the crowd in Lucas Oil Stadium to
realize the magical atmosphere being generated by the football players.
Following the band’s outstanding performance, the voices-of-appreciation
once again took center stage in recognition of their colleagues' talents-andskills. It was also the opportunity for the audience to express their excitement
for both organizations; moreover, for the demonstration of COOPERATIVE
SUPPORT.
KUDOS to Principal Josh Kauffman for scripting this unique and exemplary
opportunity focusing on the value of mutual respect for ALL who represent
Milford High School. BRAVO!!
-Tim Lautzenheiser
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High school marching bands across the country perform every Friday at their
schools' football games, but Josh Kauffman, the Principal of Milford High School
in Milford Ohio, saw an opportunity to turn the tables. Mr. Kauffman was the
drum major of his high school band and a SWAG at the Music for All Summer
Symposium for a number of years. He understands the dedication and
commitment marching band takes. So when the Milford band competed at
Bands of America Grand National Championships, Kauffman had the Milford
football team travel with the band to Indianapolis. The players cheered the
band on as they entered the tunnel, and the crowd went crazy for the football
players and their spirited show of support from the stands.
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"Having the football team support and
cheer us on as we walked into Lucas Oil
and as we performed was an incredible
experience. It helped to better bridge
the gap in a historically one-sided
relationship between the band and
football team, banding the two
activities together in a venue
appreciated by both."
- Brendan Grimm - Senior
Drum Major Milford High School Marching Band

“Bringing the football team to our Grand Nationals performance
is just one of the many gestures Mr. Kauffman and our
administration have made to let our band students know how
important they are. The band students felt like rock stars all day
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and it made for a very memorable way to cap off an already
stellar season."
- Dr. Tim Dailey, Director of Bands Milford High School

"Our trip to Grand Nationals with the varsity football team
created memories for the performers and football team they
will talk about for the rest of their lives. Students in band put in
hundreds of hours to reach that point and to know their
classmates were there to cheer them on meant more than
we can possibly know. I hope our trip to Grand Nationals with
our football team will create opportunities for other schools and programs to
celebrate the hard work of band students in the future. It was an incredible
day, filled with memories that will last a lifetime!"
- Josh Kauffman, Principal Milford High School

Online Instrument Wish List Quote Tool

Create a custom instrument wish list including model numbers and bid
specifications for all the instruments you want to have in your instrumental
classroom. Register today to:
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Create an Online Shopping Cart
Pick any Conn-Selmer Instrument
Select Student, Intermediate or Professional Models
Connect with Your Local Dealer & Educational Support Manager
for Discounted Pricing

Create an Instrument Wish List Today

Do you have aSubscribe
personaltostory
you would
our email
list. like to share

about Conn-Selmer or the Division of Education?
» Send us your story.

education@conn-selmer.com | 574.523.0698
For more information about how Conn-Selmer is supporting music
education around the globe, visit Education.Conn-Selmer.com.
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