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Music is a Place for Everyone!
by Erin Cole Steele

Greetings,
This heartwarming issue of TOUCHPOINT is truly “touching.” It
highlights the reality of many situations demonstrating the
countless “life-lessons” music students experience as they
make their artistic journey to the performance stage. Above
all, it avails us to the compassion the members of the ensemble generate in the
quest to embrace ALL who choose to participate.
On a more personal note, I had the opportunity this fall to meet “Grit,” the
super-hero canine who is part of the second story. Rest assured, “Grit” knew
exactly what was happening and the critical role he played in Caleb’s success;
he was ALL BUSINESS. May we all be as focused on our own given tasks.
“Strike up the Band”…it’s a place for everyone!
-Tim Lautzenheiser

Meet Will Hamlin
Charleston, South Carolina
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Will Hamiln, a 7th grade student at Philip Simmons Middle School, was adopted
from China in January of 2018 at the age of 14. Will is completely blind
and cannot see anything but bright flashes of light, darkness, and occasionally
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shadows. Annie Hamlin, Will's adoptive mother says, “We never doubted Will's
determination, but the challenges were many. We were unsure of what lay
ahead for him, but we knew that he had a love for music, marching band in
particular."
When Leslie Phillips was approached about Will joining her marching band at
Philip Simmons High School, she had no reservations whatsoever. She adds,
“With a blind student, I knew there would be challenges, especially considering
he also didn’t speak English much at all. My initial plan was to include
him some way visually or have him play piano in the front ensemble. That
however changed quickly as I noticed he was capable of much more!” Will
was able to keep his feet in time and participate in the basics block. Even
more amazing, Will just started learning to play the trumpet in February of the
prior year. With the help of a couple of wonderful students, he was going to be
able to participate fully in the show. Mellophone player Elizabeth Braswell
made it her personal commitment to learn her show as well as Will’s. She
walked him through every step. About three weeks in, Mrs. Phillips started
having Elizabeth wear keys around her neck to give Will an auditory cue for
field placement. This gave Phillips the idea to put jingle bracelets on Elizabeth
as well as the trumpet player on Will’s other side. Phillips adds, “I made sure my
drill writer knew what was going on and he was happy to accommodate our
need to keep Will between these two students. From that moment forward, Will
was able to learn all of the show, and there were moments you would never
have a clue he was blind. As much as I wanted to inspire Will to achieve
everything he could, I believe he actually inspired me more."
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Nola Jones, Conn-Selmer Educational Support Manager had the pleasure of
adjudicating the Philip Simmons High School Marching Band this fall adding
“Watching Will march in the drill was a case study of inclusion in music
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education. As students on either
side of
Willemail
guided
him with bells on their wrists,

their collaboration was amazing and inspiring. Their director, Leslie Phillips,
should be applauded for providing positive learning experiences for ALL of her
students.”

Will's mom Annie says “As soon as he joined the band, Will found a place where
he belonged. Under the direction of Leslie Phillips, the band made sure Will felt
comfortable and welcomed. Along with the help of a couple of very special
band members, they worked together and were determined to find ways to
help Will learn. More than anything, this experience helped Will's confidence
and provided a place where he can just be a 'normal' kid.”

Meet Caleb Snapp
Lubbock, Texas
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Lubbock-Cooper High School Senior Caleb Snapp is legally blind, but this has
not stopped him from playing bass drum in the Pirate Pride Marching Band.
Both Caleb and his twin sister Faith were born with Retinopathy of Prematurity,
which causes near blindness.

“The biggest issue I have on the field is not having any peripheral vision,”
Caleb says. “I can’t see anything to the side of me. I can only see what is
directly in front of me, and nothing below me as well.”

This is Caleb’s first year with his seeing-eye dog, Grit. When the band performs,
Grit stays on the sidelines, and Caleb marches the show on his own. “Sure, I
have to do some things differently, but my instructors encourage me. I am the
same as everyone else,” Caleb says. Angie Snapp, Caleb’s mom adds, “I
could not have asked for a better place for Caleb to be. The Lubbock-Cooper
directors have gone above and beyond making sure all of his needs are met
and he is successful!”
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"Caleb has always been a great
student
and

blast on the field his senior year."
-Nicole Baxter
Lubbock-Cooper High School Band Director

Subscribe to our email list.

Subscribe to our email list.

Photo credit, Aaron Baxter

“Just being with all of these amazing people and having so much fun with our
show is an incredible experience. I know I’m going to miss it after I graduate
this year,” Caleb says. After graduation, Caleb and Grit plan to attend South
Plains College together where Caleb will be pursuing a degree in sound
engineering.

Grant Writing & Fundraising Strategies
Chicago, IL

Learn More
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Join us on December 16 - 17, 2019
to learn about different fundraising strategies to benefit your music program.

In this workshop, directors will learn about new ways to find funding for their
programs. Whether it is seeking financial gains through proper budgeting,
seeking new federal grant opportunities, building a donor base, or writing
grants, this session will cover new ways to raise needed revenue for your
school, school district, and music program. Conn-Selmer Educational
Clinician and CEO of Harmony Project National Division, Tom Bracy and
Christopher Tiffany, Associate Director of Development, Foundation
Relations, from the University of Michigan School of Education will teach you
how to tell your story in ways that best position your program for funding
opportunities, how to cultivate key relationships to build your revenue, and
take a deep dive into the art of grant writing. Reserve your spot today!
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Do you have a personal story you would like to share
about Conn-Selmer or the Division of Education?
» Send us your story.

education@conn-selmer.com | 574.523.0698
For more information about how Conn-Selmer is supporting music
education around theSubscribe
globe, visit
Education.Conn-Selmer.com.
to our email list.

Share this email:

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove®
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.

600 Industrial Parkway
Elkhart, IN | 46516 United States
This email was sent to .
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list.

